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Office Location: Room 418A


Resource Period:  Period 7/8


Phone: (630) 942-7511

Email: brenda_marr@glenbard.org (better for contact)
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Chemistry is not just about chemicals. A major goal of this course is to be able to read problems, figure out what is needed, find the resources, and solve them. This year, we will be learning many basic skills and techniques that you can use together to solve complex problems. Be ready to think for yourself. Be ready to use what you learn on the first day of class all the way to the last day of class. There will not be a “pattern” or formula you can learn and then just follow to solve all problems – many times you will be piecing together what you’ve learned previously to find the answer to a totally new problem. You will be tested on your problem-solving ability as well as your content knowledge. Most of all, be ready to be challenged!

Availability for Assistance:

· Tuesday/Thursday I am Room 427 during my resource period for drop-in assistance. 

· Chem Club! Days to be announced, after school in Room 419.

· By special arrangement other times on an occasional basis. Speak with me to set up a time. 

Text:

Chemistry, 4th Edition. Olmstead, J., and Williams, G. John Wiley & Sons, 2006.
Materials Needed:

3-ring binder for Chemistry only with at least 5 tabbed sections 

Quadrille ruled (graph paper) composition notebook

Looseleaf graph paper (small amount)
Scientific Calculator

Pens 

Pencils
Recommended: Colored pencils or pens for taking notes
Absences:

If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to get any notes or assignments you missed from a classmate and to arrange with me to make up any tests or quizzes. I will not chase you down – you must take the initiative! Assignments are due the day you return to class. You will have the same number of days you were absent to make up assignments given while you were out. You have two days to make up any test or quiz you missed, do not delay! YOU WILL RECEIVE A GRADE OF ZERO FOR THE TEST IF YOU FAIL TO ARRANGE A MAKEUP WITHIN 2 DAYS OF YOUR RETURN!

Unit Exams:

End of unit assessments may take the form of tests, lab practicals, projects, or a mixture of these formats. They may cover any materials from the readings, class activities, labs, lecture, demos, etc. It is your responsibility to arrange make-up exams with the teacher within 2 days. Test makeup will be after school, so be prepared to be late to any sport or club activity. If you are absent only the day before the exam, you will still take it!
Grading:


Quarter grades will be based on total points earned. The semester final makes up 20% of the semester grade, with quarter grades contributing 40% each. Number grades will be assigned based on the standard 90/80/70/60 basis.

Late Work:

Homework will NOT be accepted late. Labs will be accepted up to 2 days late with a loss of one letter grade per day. In addition, there may be some assignments/projects that you MUST TURN IN THE DAY IT IS DUE, even if you are absent! Be sure to befriend people in class that can bring in your work, if needed! 

Participation:

Being a contributing, participating member of the class is very important for you to succeed in Chemistry. Class participation will be worth about 5% of your overall quarter grade. Participation includes being on time and prepared for class (have all required materials), following the instructions and procedures for the class and activities, keeping the classroom and lab stations clean, and contributing to your lab group without “taking over.”

Notebooks
You are required to keep a binder that only has Chemistry-related materials in it. All papers should be dated and kept in chronological order, organized by unit. If a grade is missing in Powerschool, you should have it in your binder if you turned it in. I won’t be taking your word for it!

Your notes should be in the binder, and I may check them randomly (and unannounced!) throughout the year.
Laboratory Conduct:


Any violation of lab rules, failure to wear lab goggles during lab, or clowning around in lab will result in the student being removed from the lab and a grade of ZERO for the lab.

Food and Beverages:


No food is allowed in the classroom. I will allow the presence in the classroom of bottled water ONLY. For your safety, however, NO FOOD OR DRINK OF ANY KIND IS PERMITTED ON A LAB DAY. If you bring any prohibited food/beverages, you will be asked to throw it away.

Bathroom and Hall Passes:

It is your responsibility to take care of your personal business during the passing or lunch periods. Typically, I will not grant bathroom or locker privileges during our class time.

Tardy Policy:


Our class periods do not allow us much time together each day, especially for doing activities and labs and other fun things. Therefore, it is essential that you be in your seat and ready to work when the bell rings. Please note that there is a school-wide tardy policy. The school’s policy covers students still being in the halls when bells ring; however, my policy goes beyond just getting in the door. If you are not seated with materials out ready to work when the bell rings, you are tardy. While it will not count against you in the school’s accounting, you will lose your participation points for the day if you are not on time.

Schoolwide consequences:

	1-5
	Warning

	6-10
	Detention

	11-15
	Extended day detention

	16+
	Tardy contract/ISBP


Academic Honesty:


I know that as an Honors student you are extremely concerned with your grade, and that sometimes there can be temptation to take a shortcut or do something wrong when faced with a situation where you feel unprepared. However, do not give into that temptation, as I can assure you it will hurt you more in the long run. Whenever you present material that is not your own original work, you are cheating. If you wonder if something might be cheating, it probably is. Some examples of things that would be considered cheating: 

· Copying off someone else’s exam

· Asking someone who has taken the exam what is on it

· Copying someone else’s homework

· Taking information from the internet or another source without citing it

· Having a parent do a project for you

· Copying another group’s lab data or calculations without permission of the teacher

· Changing your lab data from what you actually measured

· Even when working in a group, not using your own words and making your own decisions when writing up a lab (lab groups will have the same data – that is ok)

Although I will evaluate each situation that may arise, at a minimum, expect a grade of ZERO for the assignment/exam for all parties (cheater and cheatee) found to be participating in the cheating and a call to your parents. You should become very familiar with the Glenbard West policies regarding academic honesty, which are found in the Castle Keys. Repeated or flagrant offenses may result in a dean’s referral as well.

Class Rules and Consequences:

· Respect yourself, others, and your school environment.

· Follow ALL safety rules and take no actions that would endanger your safety or the safety of others.

· Follow all school rules as noted in your Castle Keys

Consequences:

1st offense - warning

2nd offense - 15 minute detention with me and a call home

3rd offense - 30 minute detention with me and a call home

4th offense - dean's referral and a call home

For serious offenses, particularly those that put the safety of yourself or others at risk, an immediate dean's referral may be issued. For violations of specific school rules as noted in the Castle Keys, I will follow the school's recommended consequences.

Detentions:

All detentions must be served with me on Wednesdays after school. I can be found after school in room 419. As an example, if you receive a detention on a Monday, you would come in that Wednesday. If you received a detention on Wednesday, you would come in the following Wednesday. If there is a question about the specific date, please speak to me. IMPORTANT: Failure to appear for a detention will result in a dean’s referral!

Science Department Course Change Policy:

A change in placement may take place during the first six weeks of the course ONLY. After the sixth week of the course, no level changes will be granted. After the sixth week, the student has the option of dropping the course (up to the twelfth week) without penalty, or staying in the course and taking the grade earned.

Your first assignment!!
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Goggles & Ziploc Bag due: _____________ 

Materials must be in class by: ____________

Safety Contract due: __________________ 

Signed Syllabus Slip due: ______________ 

Getting each of these things in on time gets you your first homework points of the year! If they are not on time, you get ZERO POINTS. 

You must still bring each item in. If you do not have your goggles/bag and safety contract in by the first day of lab, then you will not participate in lab, and receive a ZERO for that lab.

I have received, read, and understand what is expected of me for this course. If you have additional questions, please email or call Ms. Marr at school.

Student Name: _________________________________

Period: ______


Student Signature: ______________________________

Date: _________________

Parent Signature: _______________________________

Date: _________________

